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FROM THE 


BOARD oF THE BRITISH ADMIRALTY, 
Ist of January, 1825. 


THE FOLLOWING 


UNIFORM, 


WHICH, IN PURSUANCE OF 


HIS MAJESTY’S PLEASURE, 


IS TO BE WORN BY THE 


OFFICERS OF THE ROYAL NAVY. 


INTRODUCTION. 


THE object of the following Work is intended to give to the Trade a minute description 
of the Royal Naval Uniform, according to the recent regulations issued from the Board of 
Admiralty, in pursuance of His Majesty’s pleasure. On examining the printed infor- 
mation at the Admiralty, the Author found the Work far too concise for the generality of 
the Trade to copy from, in consequence of the draft sketches being upon so small a scale ; 
it is true the uniform is completely represented, what they are intended to be; such as a 
plain stand-up collar, white round cuffs, white lappels, pocket flaps, &c. &c. &c. without 
stating the width or depth of the cuffs, collar, lappels, skirts, &c. &c. &c. which is highly 
necessary for the Trade, to prevent them from being misled. 1am aware some persons 
will say, aré not the sketches at the Admiralty drawn upon a proportionate scale? that is 
granted ; but a person in the Trade going to the Admiralty to inspect those sketches has 
not time, and perhaps if he had and was absolutely competent to take the scale of them 
correctly, in all probability he could not get the opportunity of that immediate indulgence. 
I have been convinced of the truth of this statement by those who have been to the 
Admiralty for that purpose, and they have considered themselves not to be the most 
deficient draftsmen in the’ Trade, and in order to have a full opportunity of getting their 
information complete, they haye been at the Office of the Admiralty the whole day, but 
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from the repeated interruptions by others coming for the same purposes, &c. &c. &e. 
they have declared they could not obtain what they wanted to their satisfaction; no! I 
am persuaded no person is so well calculated to give a minute description of such things 
as one in the Trade ; under these impressions I have undertaken the task to publish a 
minute detail of the whole of the Royal Naval Uniform, from the Admiral of the Fleet 
down to the lowest Officer in the British Navy, including the patterns of the different 
laces, buttons, buckles, belts, straps, epauletts, hats, caps, swords, &c. &e. &e. 


Since writing the above I have been presented with the copy of a similar work, 
by Joseph Cowell, published by D. Walther. I must confess I am surprised upon invésti- 
gating it, to find it contains scarcely any thing more than what is intended to represent a 
draft of the originals, which is very incorrect, and upon a much smaller scale, consequently 
I say incorrect, because they are.a great deviation from those at. the 


more intricate. 
Admiralty. Inthe first place, the collar is not the width given by the Board; the lappel 


is greatly too wideat the top, and not more than half the proper width at the bottom ; the 
width of the skirt, both back and fore-part, at the bottom, is not more than half the width 
according to the regulation, &c. &c. but what is more intricate than this, you have scarcely a 
word printed to supply the place of the above deficiency ; for example: the following 
directions are given you to make one of the most difficult Coats in the Navy, which is the 
Admiral’s of the Fleet, full dress: Blue Coat, lined with white silk, white cuffs’ and 
lappels to button back, laced ‘with gold lace.’?. [ will leave it to the Trade to judge 
whether such a description is sufficient or not. 
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FULL DRESS. 


ADMIRAL OF THE FLEET. 


CoOATS,—Dark Blue Cloth,, with stand-up Collar of the same, to be three inches wide, 
laced all round with gold lace one inch wide, so as to be one inch of blue to appear in the 
middle, with an edging of blue round the edge of the Collar. The Cuffs, fine. white 
cloth or Cassimere made round, and about five inches deep, with lace one inch /wide 
round the top, soas to admit an edging of white to appear ; four rows of lace, five eighths 
of an inch wide, all round each cuff, so as to admit about a quarter of an inch of white 
between each row, and the bottom row to be within oneinch of the bottom edge of the 
cuff; upon the four rows are three lace holes, pointed and looped at the bottom ends, 
made with half-inch wide lace, the top ends are square, the holes’ are as long as 
the cuff will admit from the bottom edge of the wide lace to within half an inch of the 
bottom edge of the cuff, with three buttons, one at the top of each hole between the edge 
of the wide) lace and the end of the hole; white cloth or Cassimere lappels,/about five 
inches wide at the top and four inches wide at the bottom, and as long as the waist of | the 
coat will admit, i.e. from the collar-seam down as low as the point of the frame of the 
B 
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pocket-flap, with gold lace, one inch wide, round the outer edge, with a white edging to 
appear, and nine half-inch lace holes, looped at front ends, at equal distance from each 
other, with a button to each hole at the edge of the wide lace ; the coat is made to hook 
and eye down the front edge, and the lappel is made to button back. The pocket-flap is 
blue, made as long as the width of the fore- part will admit, so that the lace of the frame 
is within about one inch from the lace at the front, and within half an inch from the edge 
of the pleat behind ; the width of the flap is about three inches, the top is shaped with a . 
hollow or curve, and the bottom has three points, and is a little scolloped between the 
points, with three lace holes made with half-inch lace, with upper ends pointed and looped, 
and the bottom ends to go under the lace which goes round the bottom edge of the flap ; 
a lace one inch wide to go across the bottom and round each end of the flap; the frame 
round the flap is formed with lace one inch wide, and is put on within about half an inch 
from the edge of the flap at the bottom and ends, and continued with a curve across the 
top, so as to cover the sewing on of the flap, forming a diamond-wise under the hip button, 
and continued down to the bottom of the back, so as to appear from under the edge of the 
pleat of the fore-part; there are three buttons under each pocket-flap, placed so that the 
edge of the flap laps half way over the button; there are also three buttons to each pleat, 
one at the top, bottom, and middle. The length of the coat is generally made down to the 
bend of the knee, and the width of the skirt of the fore-part is about nine inches, from 
the edge of the pleat to the front edge of the fore-part, and the width of the back skirt at 
the bottom about five inches to appear, i. e. fora medium sized person, and so in propor- 
tion to the size it may be intended for ; the lace is continued from the bottom of the lappel 
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down the front edge of the skirt of the fore-part to the bottom, about a quarter of an inch 
from the edge, i. e. so as to leave a blue edging. The width of the back between the 
shoulders is as wide as the size of the person will admit, which is generally about one third 
of the size half round the breast ; the waist is rather long,—about seventeen or eighteen 
inches, i. e. for a person of a medium height, and soin proportion, whether tall or short ; 
the width of the back at the hip is about half the width between the shoulders ; and to 
be three lace holes of half-inch lace on each back, one at the hip, and two below, about half 
an inch from each other. The opening of the back skirt to have lace one inch wide down 
both sides, and to form a diamond at the top; the coat lined throughout with white silk. 
The buttons gilt, and one inch in diameter, indented with a round rim, and within the rim 
an anchor and cable with a crown over, between two wreaths of laurel. Two gold epauletts 
with forty bullions each ; the strap plain, with three silver spangled stars thereon, and to 
fasten to the coat at the top by a small button, lined and edged with white cloth. 


BREECHES and WAISTCOAT.—White Cloth or Cassimere, with gilt buttons 
half an inch in diameter, of the same pattern as on the coat. Breeches made rather short, 
with four buttons at each knee, and a gold or gilt buckle. Waistcoat single breasted, with 
nine twist holes. Pantaloons of white cloth or Cassimere; and Half Boots may be also 
worn, when convenient. 


CRAVAT or STOCK, Black Silk. 


: 


Gold or Gilt BUCKLES on Shoes. 


HAT cocked ; the flaps eight inches in the back and six in the front, and five at 
each corner, bound with gold lace two and a half inches wide, showing oneinch and a 
quarter on each side, with a black silk Cockade, six inches wide, looped with gold lace 
one inch and a quarter wide, showing a loop of two inches and a half, with a button of the 
same size and pattern as on the waistcoat ; Tassels with five gold and five blue bullions at 
each corner. 


THE SWORD,—cut and thrust, thirty-two inches Jong, one inch and one eighth 
wide at the shoulder, etched with the royal arms, crown and anchor, and naval trophies ; 
stirrup hilt, brass, gilt; the back-piece, a lion’s mask ; the gripe, white ivory, bound with 
three gold wires ; Jangets to the hilt, with the anchor and cable engraved thereon ; black 
leather Scabbard, gilt mountings; the chape four inches long. Sword Knot,—blue and 
gold rope, with round tassels and with gold fringe, and seventeen bullions ; anchor and 
cable embroidered on each side, on a blue ground. 


SWORD BELT,—White Silk one inch and a half wide, the pendants, one inch 
wide, with gold or gilt clasps, buckles, and swivels. 


i 
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ADMIRAL'S, 


The same as the Admiral’s of the Fleet, except that of having only three rows of 
lace round each cuff, below the buttons, instead of four. 


VICE ADMIRAL, 


The same, except that of only two rows of lace round the cuffs, below the buttons, 
and two stars on each epaulett instead of three. 


REAR ADMIRAL, 


The same, with only one row of lace round the cuff, below the buttons, and one 
star on the epauletts. 


COMMODORES of the First Class, CAPTAINS of the 
Fleet, when not Flag Officers, and First CAPTAINS of 
Shapes. 


THE COAT,—collar, lappels, the skirts of both the back and the fore-part, the 
hips, the pleats, and the pockets, precisely the same as the Admiral’s, except that of the 
lace round the edges, &c. being seven eighths of an inch wide, instead of one inch ; and 
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the three holes in the pocket-flais to be made with twist and notched, the holes at the 
hips are to be omitted. The cuffs about three inches and a half deep, with two rows of 
lace round the top edge five-eighths of an inch wide, and about half an inch asunder ; a 
blue slash flap, with three points a little scolloped between the points, ‘with three buttons ; 
dhe length of the flap about six inches, and the width across at the middle point about 
two inches and a half, and two inches at each end, the lace round the ends and the front 
edge of. the flay and that which forms the frame round the flap to be seven eighths of an 
inch wide, The Coat Jined with white cloth cassimere or serge ; the buttons the same 
as the Admiral’s, except that of being without the wreaths of laurel, and to be only seven 
eighths of an inch in diameter. 


WAISTCOATS and BREECHES or PANTALOONS,— Cravat or stock, 
buckles, and sword to be the same as worn by flag Officers, with the difference of the button. 


HAT,—The same as flag Officer’s, but the binding lace to be only two inches 
wide, and the Jace of the loop one inch wide. 


CAPTAINS of three years’ standing, 


To wear two gold epauletts with forty bullions, plain straps, with a silver anchor 
and a crown, the strap lined and edged with white cloth, and fastened at the top to the 
Coat with a small button. Captains under three years’ standing, to wear the anclior alone 


on_the shoulder-strap, 


ase 


Lieutenant’s Full Dre «5 
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CAPTAINS. 


COAT;—the same as the Commodore’s in:every respect, except that.of having 
the nine holes down the front, made with white twist, notched, &c. instead of gold lace. 


COMMANDERS. 

The same in all respects as Captains, except that they are not to have the two rows 
of lace round the cuff; the binding lace for the hat to be only one inch and a half wide ; 
the lace for the loop to be three quarters of an inch wide ; and the crown and auchor to be 
omitted on the straps of the epaul ets, 


LIEKUTENANTS. 
The same as Commanders, but without the slashed sleeve, and without any lace on 


the Coat; the cuffs are white cloth, about four or four and a half inches deep, with three 


notched holes and three buttons, one plain epaulett on the right shoulder. 
HAT,—the same as Commanders, but to be bound with black silk two inches wide. 


MASTER OF THE FLEET. 


The same as the Lieutenants, but the cuffs and lappels to be the colour of the 
Coat, and the holes of blue twist ; the collar to have one row of half-inch wide gold lace 
round it; and three anchors embroidered with gold on each end (the Navy Office Seal,) the 
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middle anchor to be two inches and a quarter long, the Coat lined with white cloth or serge 
Che buttons: are seven-eighths of an inch in diameter ; for the patterns (see the Plate). 


WAISTCOATS, BREECHES or PANTALOONS, CRAVAT or STOCK, 
and BUCKLES, &c. the same as other Officers, with the appropriate buttons. 


HAT,—the same as the Lieutenants, but the gold lace forming thé loop to be 
only half an inch wide. 


SWORD,—of the same pattern and length as Commissioned Officers, but the 
back piece of the handle is to be plain, with a flute round the top, and down the back, with 
a black fish skin gripe, bound with three gold wires ; the etchings on the blade not blued or 
gilt. The sword knot of blue silk, mixed with gold fringe, but no bullion. 


SWORD BELT,—Blue silk or black leather, the same size and shape as Com- 
missioned Officers. 


MASTERS. 


The same as Master of the Fleét, but no lacé round thé collar of the Coat. 


| PHYSICIANS. 
COAT, WAISTCOAT, BREECHES or PANTALOONS, CRAVAT or 
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STOCK, and BUCKLES, the same as the Master of the Fleet, except that of the em- 
broidery on each end of the collar of the Coat, being of the same device as that on the 
buttons, which is an anchor, with a snake twined round the shank and stock (the device of 
the old sick and hurt office) (see the Buttons for the Physician in the Plate.) 


HAT,—the same, brit looped with black silk, half awinch wide. 


SWORD,—a small sword, with a plain brass handle, ornamerited with the ap- 


propriate device. 


SURGEONS. 


Fhe same as Physicians, but without lace round the collar of the Coat. 


SECRETARIES to Commanders in Chief. 
The same as Physicians, but the émbroidery of the collar and the device of the 


buttons to be an anchor surmounted with a regal crown ; the embroidered crown and anchor 
on the collar to be two inches and a quarter long. 


SECRETARIES to Junior Flag Officers, and Commodores 
not Commanders in Chief. 


The same as the last without the gold lace round the collar. 
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PURSERS. 


The same as the last, but the embroidery on the Collar and the device of the 
button to be two anchors with cables, crossed saltierwise, (the Seal of the Victualling 


Office.) 
SECOND MASTERS. 


The same as. Masters, but without the embroidered device on the Collar, and 
with white Waistcoat and Breeches, or blue Pantaloons, as may be convenient, 


ASSISTANT SURGEONS. 


The same uniform as Surgeons, but without the embroidered device on the Collar ; 
with white Waistcoat and Breeches, ur blue Pantaloons, as may be convenient. 


CLERKS. 


The same uniform as Pursers, but without the embroidered: device on the Collar; 
and with white Waistevat and Breeches, or blue Pantaloons, as may be convenient. 
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| MATES. 


COAT,—Blue Cloth, lined with White Serge, edged with White Cloth, stand- 
up Collar, with button and hole of one quarter of an inch wide ; gold lace on each end of 
the Collar. The Coat single breasted at angles, with the skirt with nine notched blue 
i holes, and buttons down the front edge ; blue cuffs, with the notched holes on the top, and 
three buttons appointed scallaped cross flap, with three holes and three buttons under the 
flaps, and three buttons in the fold of each skirt ; the buttons the same as those worn 

by Captains. 


WAISTCOATS, Breeches or Pantaloons, Cravat or Stock, Buckles, and Hat 
to be the same as Lieutenants. 


SWORD,—The same pattern as the Master’s. 


Master of the Fleet 
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GUNNERS, BOATSWAINS, AND 
CARPENTERS. 


A BLUE COAT, if lined, to be with serge ; a falldown collar, the. lappels, pocket 
flaps, cuffs, and pleats, &c. to be same as Lieutenant’s, except that of the cuffs and lappels 
being blue instead of white, and all the holes blue; the buttons plain gilt, with ananchor 
and cable engraved thereon. 


WAISTCOATS white ; Trowsers or Pantaloons blue. 


CRAVAT or Stock black. 


COCKED HAT bound or looped with black silk. 


SWORD, Sword-knot, and Sword-belt, the same as Masters’. 
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MIDSHIPMEN. 


COAT the same as Mates’, witha white turnback on each side of the collar, and a 
white twist hole and small button at the hind end instead of a gold-lace hole ; and the Coat 
not to be edged with white. 


SWORDS of the'same pattern as Masters’, but of such a length as may be convenient. 


VOLUNTEERS of the First Class. 


THE same as Midshipmen ; but instead of the white turnback on the collar, to be 
only a white twist hole with a button to correspond. 


MASTERS’. ASSISTANTS, and VOLUN: 
TEERS of the Second Class. 


THE same Uniform as Volunteers of the First Class, but with the Masters’ button, 
and the button-hole on the collar to be blue twist. 


Admiral of the Fleet rmdress. 


UNDRESS for COMMISSIONED OFFICERS. 


ADMIRAL OF THE FLEET. 


A BLUE COAT with a falldown collar, cuffs, and lappels of the same cloth; the 
lappels to button across the breast at angles with the skirts, with nine buttons down each 
forepart, with long twist notched holes to the top of the lappels ; the pocket flaps with three 
notched holes and buttons under them, three buttons at the pleats behind, three holes and 
buttons on the cuff, with four rows of gold lace across the cuff, over the holes as described 


in full dress; the-same epaulette and buttons as on the full dress. 


WAISTCOATS, BREECHES, AND 
TROWSERS, 


BLUE or white as may be convenient or ordered by Commanding Officers. 


SWORDS and sword-knots the same as in full dress. 
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SWORD BELTS of blue silk or black leather, the same width as in full dress. 


GOCKED HATS as in full dress, or bound with black silk round the edge. 
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The Coats of Mates, Gunners, Boatswains, Carpenters, Midshipmen, Masters’ 
Assistants, and Volunteers, are the same as in Full Dress:—RKound Hats, bound with 
silk, with a narrow black silk band and black buckle, and a black silk or leather cockade, 
with a loop of the same material, and half the width of the loop of their Full Dress Hat. 


N. B.— All Officers may wear, in undress, at sea, a round Jacket without skirts, but 
in all other respects like their undress Coats, and a round black Hat, bound with black 
silk, with a aarrow black silk band and black buckle, and a black silk or leather cockade, 
with a loop of the same material, and half the width of the whole loop of the Full Dress 
Hat, with the appropriate button of the waistcoat size ; ora Blue Cloth Cap, with a band 
round it, of the same width and material as the whole loop of the Full Dress Hats. 


Their Lordships direct, that no article shall, after this date, be made of any other 
pattern, and no deviation whatsoever from the establishment will be permitted from the 
first of January, 1826. 
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FLAG OFFICERS’ UNDRESS. 


The same formed Coat, but distinguished by their respective Epaulettes and Buttons, 
and by one, two, three, or four rows of gold lace, five eighths of an inch wide, ever the 
twist holes below the buttons on each cuff, as described in Full Dress. 


CAPTAINS of the FLEET when not Flag Officers, COM- 
MODORES of the First Class, and FIRST CAP- 
TAINS of SHIPS. 


The Coat the same, but the cuffs to be like the Rear Admiral’s. 


CAPTAINS, COMMANDERS, & LIEUTENANTS. 


The same formed Coat; the cuffs to be same as the Lieutenant’s full Dress, except 
that of their being blue instead of white, and to be distinguished also by their respective 
Epaulettes, Buttons, &c. as described in their Full Dress. 


WARRANT and PETTY OFFICERS. 


The same formed Coat, but without Epaulettes, and those to whom a distinguish- 
ing Button is assigned, to wear the same as described in their Full Dress. 


